NORTH AMERICA (4)

ALASKA, in extreme north-west of North Ameri-
can continent, separated from Asia only by narrow
Bering Strait, was called Russian America until
1867, when it was purchased from Russian Govern-
ment by United States for 7,200,000 dollars. In 1912
Alaska became a Territory; now governed jointly
by U.S. Congress at Washington and own local
Legislative Assembly, Frontier with Canada finally
adjusted 1903. Total area, 586,000 square miles;
population, about 60,000 (another 20,000 employed
in mines and canneries live only few months each
year in the country).
/ Seat of government is Juneau. Principal products,
furs (especially seals), timber, and salmon. Gold
worked at Nome, and various places on Yukon
River,
Chain of ALEUTIAN ISLANDS, extending 1,200 miles
eastward from Alaska peninsula, also belongs to
United States. Few hundred inhabitants of Mongol
stock.
WRANGEL ISLAND, off North Siberian coast, has
at various times been subject of dispute between
U.S., Britain, and Russia. At present Russian. Of
possible importance as a trans-polar air base.
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